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Introduction
The articling process and the Bar Admission Course are designed to provide you with the basic tools
necessary to help you translate your legal reasoning and knowledge into professional advice and
assistance to your clients.
The Bar Admission Course aims to help you develop skills through "learning-by-doing". You will be asked
to execute tasks similar to those needed in the practice of law and by doing so you will learn first-hand
how to cope with the challenges ahead. The Bar Admission Course has proven to be most valuable to
those who approach it with an open mind. You may be pleasantly surprised by how much of the course
you retain and draw on in future years.
The ultimate goal of the Admission Program is to give you tools to help you provide the highest
standards of professional services to your future clients and employers. It is the Law Society's
responsibility to round out your basic legal training; it is up to you to build on those basics and
ultimately to help your Society prepare other law students for the practice of law.
Integrity and discretion are the hallmarks of a professional lawyer. These virtues cannot be imparted by
the Bar Admission Course but the course can and does show how these principles can be applied to
practical problems so that the honour of the profession is maintained. It is difficult to overstate the
importance of the insight to be gained from the lawyers and judges who will instruct you during the Bar
Admission Course.
All course materials are prepared by members of the practising profession. The instructors are lawyers
in active practice. Examinations are set and graded by lawyers. Without the assistance of almost 200
practitioners, this program could not be offered. The program owes its success to the relentless work of
the group of lawyers and judges who volunteer their time and efforts in organizing workshops and
reviewing the participants' work.
A distinctive feature of the legal profession in New Brunswick is this willingness of the members of the
Bar and the judiciary to join forces in assisting new members and participants. Their efforts give you the
chance to acquire a solid professional legal training.
The Admission Program represents a major contribution of financial resources by the Law Society
towards your training as a lawyer. Funding for the Bar Admission Course program comes not only from
your tuition fees but also in a large part from the dues of members of the Law Society.
We hope that you will take full advantage of this opportunity to better your skills and talent and that
you will benefit from the exchanges with those who will share their experience and knowledge with you.
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Contact Information

GUYLAINE GODIN
Director of Admissions
Email: ggodin@lawsociety-barreau.nb.ca

KARA BENEDETTI
Administrative Assistant
Email: kbenedetti@lawsociety-barreau.nb.ca

Mailing Address:
Law Society of New Brunswick
68 Avonlea Court
Fredericton, New Brunswick
E3C 1N8

Telephone:

(506) 458-8540

Fax:

(506) 451-1421
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Admission Program Summary 2017-2018
The following pages contain important information about the Law Society of New Brunswick Admission
Program. This guide outlines many of the rules, policies, and procedures of the program. It also
contains information about important deadlines and schedules and the requirements to successfully
complete the program. Please read this guide carefully and retain it as a reference throughout the
program. Additional information can be found online at http://www.lawsociety-barreau.nb.ca/.
In addition, all students should refer to the Law Society Act, 1996 and to the General Rules under the
Law Society Act, 1996 as they contain rules specifically applicable to articling students and to the Bar
admission process.

Program overview
To qualify for admission as a Barrister and Solicitor in New Brunswick, students-at-law are required to
complete a one year Admission Program. This program comprises three elements which the student
must successfully complete to qualify for admission:




articling period of at least 48 weeks in length with an approved Principal;
the Bar admission Course (4 weeks);
the Bar Examination.

Please note that your time at Block I and Block II of the Bar Admission Course and your vacation/days off
do not count toward the required 48 weeks of articling. Any work you complete as an articling clerk for
your firm or Principal (if applicable) during Block I and Block II do not count as well. Therefore, your
articling period will be at least 52 weeks (48 weeks of articles plus 4 weeks at the Bar Admission Course).

Is there a deadline to file my application for admission as a Student-atlaw?
Yes. Applications must be filed before June 1st of the year an applicant enters into Articles of Clerkship.
If your particular circumstances do not permit you to file an application by June 1st, you should contact
the Director of Admissions to discuss your situation.

How do I enrol in the Admission Program?
You must submit your application package and the fees for enrolment in the program to the Admission
Department of the Law Society of New Brunswick before June 1st. You can direct your inquiries to:
Kara Benedetti
Administrative Assistant
Law Society of New Brunswick
68 Avonlea Court
Fredericton, NB E3C 1N8
(506) 458-8540
kbenedetti@lawsociety-barreau.nb.ca
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The Application and Registration-Bar Admission Course Form and the Application for Admission as a
Student-at-law Form are available on the Law Society of New Brunswick website.

Who is eligible for enrolment in the Law Society of New Brunswick
Admission Program?
a) Legal Education
To be eligible for enrolment in the Law Society of New Brunswick Admission Program, you must provide:


confirmation that you have completed at least two years of university studies in a program
leading to a degree other than law; and



proof of graduation from a common law faculty of an approved Canadian university; or



a Certificate of Qualification issued by the National Committee on Accreditation (NCA).

b) Good character
Each applicant must provide proof that he or she is of good character and repute. Questions
relating to good character and repute are included in the Application for Admission as Student-atLaw (Form 1). You are required to fully disclose any event, circumstances, conditions or matters
that touch on or may concern your conduct, character, and reputation.

What documents are required to enrol in the Admission Program?
To register in the program, you must submit the ORIGINAL COPIES of the following documents to the
Director of Admissions before June 1, 2016.


Original official transcripts from each post-secondary education institution you attended
(including universities, community colleges etc) showing all degrees granted and final marks
received. You must make arrangements for these transcripts to be sent directly from the
educational institution to the Law Society. If transcripts cannot be provided before the deadline
date, you must provide proof that you have ordered the transcripts;



If you did not obtain a Canadian Common Law degree, in addition to your transcripts you must
provide a Certificate of Qualification from the National Committee on Accreditation;



The Application and Registration-Bar Admission Course Form (Registration Form);



The Application for Admission as Student-at-law (Form 1).



Registration fee of $172.50 ($150.00 + HST).

No later than two weeks following the start of the term of articles, you must also submit the ORIGINAL
COPIES of the following forms:


The executed Articling Agreement (Form 2). Note: the student and Principal should each keep
one copy of this document;
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The Principal’s Statement of Qualifications (Form 3) signed by your Principal and by each of your
Associate Principal(s);



The Education plan (Form 4). Note: the student and Principal should each keep one copy of this
document;

What are the fees?
The current application fee for enrolment in the Admission Program is $172.50 ($150.00 plus HST). This
fee is due by June 1, 2017.
The cost for participation in the Bar Admission Course is $3,450.00 ($3,000.00 + HST) and may be paid in
two equal payments; the first is due by September 1, 2017 and the second is due by March 1, 2018.
These fees are subject to change.

What else should I know about the application for Admission as a Studentat-law?
The privilege of practising law in New Brunswick is exclusive to the members of the Law Society of New
Brunswick. The Law Society Act, 1996, the General Rules under the Law Society Act, 1996, and the Code
of Professional Conduct impose statutory obligations on the members of the Society which must be
satisfied by all applicants. For the protection of the public, applicants must be of good character and
repute. The onus is on the applicant to satisfy the Society in this regard.
You are advised to answer all questions fairly and fully and to disclose to the Society anything that you
consider might adversely affect your application so that these matters can be considered at an early
date. You should give the fullest details possible to support your application.
If you are unable to provide any of the required documentation for reasons beyond your control,
please contact the Director of Admissions to discuss your particular circumstances.
If you are unable to start articling prior to June 1st, please contact the Director of Admissions as soon
as possible to discuss your circumstances.
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1. Articling
What is the length of articles that must be completed?
Students-at-law must successfully complete a term of at least forty-eight (48) weeks of articles under
the supervision of an approved Principal in order to qualify for admission as a barrister and solicitor.
The term of articles must be completed within three years of the date the Articling Agreement (Form 2)
first became effective. The Student-at-law must serve the period of articles in the office of his or her
Principal, or Associate Principal.

What forms do I need to file with the Law Society when I start the term of
articles?
After you have filed the Application and Registration-Bar Admission Course Form and the Application for
Admission as a Student-at-law (Form 1), and no later than two weeks following the start of the term of
articles, you must also submit the ORIGINAL COPIES of the following forms:


The executed Articling Agreement (Form 2). Note: the student and Principal should each keep
one copy of this document;



The Principal’s Statement of Qualifications (Form 3) signed by your Principal and by each of your
Associate Principal(s);



The Education plan (Form 4). Note: the student and Principal should each keep one copy of this
document.

Who qualifies as an approved Principal or Associate Principal?
In order to qualify to act as Principal or Associate Principal for a Student-at-law, the member of the
Society must demonstrate the required experience, competence and ethical standards and character.
The Principal must also have been in active practice for at least five of the last seven years immediately
preceding the application (paragraph 27(1) (a) and subsection 28(1) of the General Rules under the Law
Society Act, 1996).
A Principal who is not able to meet all of the requirements of the Education Plan may arrange with one
or more Associate Principals, with the agreement of the Student-at-law, to ensure compliance with the
Articling Agreement.

What are articling students able to do?
There are limits to what an articling student can do in the practise of law. These limitations are set out
in the Law Society Act, 1996 and its General Rules under the Law Society Act, 1996, as well as the Small
Claims Act and its General Regulation-Small Claims Act. Please refer to these and discuss with your
Principal as is necessary.
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What is expected of students?
The contract into which Students-at-law enter with their Principal (Articling Agreement – Form 2)
defines the parameters of the relationship with the Principal and sets out the duties as an articling
student. To summarize, the articling student promises to:


honestly and diligently follow the Principals’ lawful and reasonable instructions;



always be honest and professional and diligent;



keep secret the affairs of the Principal, of the law firm, and of the firm’s clients.

In return, the Principal promises to:


use his or her experience and expertise to teach the Student-at-law how to practise law;



help the student satisfy the requirements for admission to the Law Society of New Brunswick.

This contract assumes that the Student-at-law knows what it means to act professionally. To fulfil the
duties of an articling student, it is essential that students know what the Law Society Act, 1996, the
General Rules under the Law Society Act, 1996 and the Code of Professional Conduct say about practising
law in a professional and ethical manner. One of the first priorities as an articling student should be to
become familiar with these rules and guidelines.
Students-at-law promise in this contract to keep all the work that is done for their Principal and for
clients strictly confidential. This is one of the most important promises that articling students make to
their Principal. Students are not to discuss clients or their cases with other articling students or with
anyone outside their firm.
You must observe the Code of Professional Conduct and are subject to the same complaints and
disciplinary procedures and consequences as lawyers. The consequences of being found guilty of
‘conduct unbecoming a student’ are serious.

Are there specific areas of the law that I have to cover during the articling
period?
When you complete the Education Plan (Form 4) with your Principal, you will be asked to advise the Law
Society of the areas of the law in which you will acquire a reasonable knowledge over the course of your
articles. Form 4 must be sent to the Law Society within two weeks of the start of your articles.
Practice areas: You must acquire a reasonable knowledge of substantive law and procedure in at least
four of the following practice areas:
Real Estate

Civil Litigation

Criminal Law

Family Law

Business Law

Wills and Estates

Administrative Law

Labour and Employment
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Skills areas: You must obtain reasonable skills in professional conduct and ethics. In addition, you must
obtain reasonable skills in at least seven of the following skills areas.
Interviewing

Advising

Fact Investigation

Legal Research

Problem Analysis

Advocacy

File and Practice Management

Office Systems

Drafting

Writing

Negotiation

Planning and Conduct of a
Matter

Articling Assessments
Students-at-law and Principals must jointly assess the student’s performance in conjunction with the
Education Plan. The Education Plan Assessment (Form 5) must be completed six (6) months following
the commencement of articles. If the articles to date are not in compliance with the Education Plan, you
and your Principal must take immediate steps to ensure such compliance. In this way, any remedial
steps, if necessary, may be taken well before the end of the articling period.

Can I transfer credits for articles spent in another province?
An applicant who has been admitted as a Student-at-law in another province or territory of Canada can
transfer articling credits to New Brunswick. However, no more than six months of articles completed in
another jurisdiction can be recognized towards the required period for New Brunswick. In order to be
recognized, the period of articles served in another jurisdiction must have been completed immediately
preceding or following the articles in New Brunswick.

Student Designation for Correspondence and Business Cards
During the term of your articles you may use the designation ‘student-at-law’ when corresponding with
members of the profession and the public. Such designation is permissible on business cards,
letterhead, and in the signature.

Becoming Oriented to Practice
Articling provides a number of opportunities for you to learn about how to practise law effectively and
efficiently. As you will already have found, the practice of law is both complex and complicated.
Unless you have previously worked in a law office, you may find office procedures, management
systems, and the operation of legal institutions and the handling of legal matters to be both perplexing
and confusing. The most widespread feelings are frustration, disorientation and incompetence. If you
feel this way, rest assured that you are in good company.
These feelings will dissipate over time once you become more comfortable, more self-confident and
more secure in your working environment. You will probably find it helpful to discuss your feelings and
experiences with other students, sympathetic members of your firm or with the Law Society personnel.
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Often, you may find yourself "stuck", not knowing what to do or how to do it. Almost invariably,
someone else has done the same or similar procedure/document in the past and in most offices, it will
not be difficult to locate a file, sample documents, memoranda, etc. which can be useful to you. Your
Bar Admission Course materials will often provide approaches and solutions. In addition, the Society
operates regional libraries, in addition to the main library in Fredericton.
The librarians in Fredericton and the custodians of the regional libraries are there to help you. In short,
talk to others; locate precedents and take advantage of practice publications by commercial publishers.
Try to develop the habit of doing difficult things first. The more you put them off, the harder they seem
to get.
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Suggestions for Principals and Associate Principals
The following points are offered as suggestions for maximising the potential educational value of
articling.

Orientation
Orient your Student-at-law to your office. Review with your Student-at-law:
a) the responsibilities of office personnel - lawyers, students, office manager, office
accountant, bookkeeper, paralegals, secretaries, receptionist;
b) lines of authority and supervision;
c) procedures for requesting work assignments, advice, and feedback;
d) accounting, billing, and timekeeping procedures;
e) special policies or practices regarding correspondence, trust conditions, admission of
service, etc.;
f)

procedures for opening, maintaining, and closing files.

Observation
Give your Student-at-law as many opportunities as possible to attend interviews, meetings, hearings,
and examinations for discovery, trials and appeals with the Principal or other associated lawyers. Before
taking the student along, provide the student with the background to the event. After the event, discuss
it with the student, focusing on the issues of professional judgment, ethical issues, goals, tactics and
strategies.

Scope of Articles
Give your Student-at-law exposure to as many areas of practice as possible. Remember that he or she
will be licensed as a general practitioner.
Guidance
When giving the Student-at-law work assignments, provide initial explanation and direction, tell the
student what is expected of him or her, and tell the student when the work is due.

Feedback
The Principal should attend some interviews of judgment debtors, meetings, court, arbitration or
tribunal appearances that the Student-at-law is to handle. Critique the Student-at-law's performance
and provide encouragement and constructive criticism.
The Student-at-law should accompany the Principal to court hearings, examinations for discovery,
meetings with clients and negotiation sessions. The Student-at-law cannot learn from his or her
experiences without reasoned, informed, honest comments based on your personal observations. Also
provide feedback on written work assignments.
[12]
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Prioritization
If the Student-at-law is receiving assignments from more than one lawyer, provide some guidance to
assist the Student-at-law in setting priorities. This will not only develop the Student-at-law's ability to
handle large volumes of work and face the pressures of practice, but will alleviate problems for the
lawyers who assign work to students and count on it being done.

Stimulation
Keep routine or repetitive assignments of limited educational value to a minimum. The articling period
is relatively short in relation to what must be accomplished by the student to enable him or her to
bridge the gap from theory to practice. The student should use the time to do significant work.

Communication
Establish times and methods of communicating with the Student-at-law about his or her articling
experience (type of work, amount of work, quality of supervision) and the Student-at-law's progress and
performance in the Bar Admission Course.

Loss Prevention
Give your Student-at-law instruction and guidance in such matters as communication with clients,
diarization systems, tickler systems, and file management. Time and effort spent in improving the
competency of students will result in higher professional standards and a lower incidence of losses,
claims, and complaints to the Law Society.

The Limits of Students’ Practice
Rule 75 of the General Rules under the Law Society Act, 1996 pursuant to the Law Society Act, 1996
authorises appearances by Students-at-law in a limited range of circumstances. A Student-at-law may do
any of the following under supervision of the student’s Principal:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)

apply for default judgment;
obtain consent orders in chambers;
assess costs;
examine judgment debtors;
serve documents;
attend on the issuance of a summons under the Provincial Offences Procedure Act;
apply for an order validating service;
apply for a certificate of pending litigation;
attend on all procedural matters prior to trial in Provincial Court.

The Small Claims Act also grants additional authority to Students-at-law.

Student Designation for Correspondence and Business Cards
A Student-at-law, during the term of articles, should be designated to the public and members of the
profession as a "student-at-law". Such designation is permissible on business cards, letterhead, and in
the signature.
[13]
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2. Bar Admission Course
Introduction
The Bar Admission Course is an intensive in-person, full-time, four-week-plus-one-day legal procedures
and skills course. The course is designed to help you bridge the gap between law school and the
practice of law. The four-week course is divided into two modules (“Blocks”) each lasting two weeks.
All courses are given at the office of the Law Society at 68 Avonlea Court in Fredericton.
One session is given in the fall and one in the spring. It is recommended that you do not plan projects
which could prevent you from attending the course.

Is it necessary to have an articling position secured to apply for enrolment
in the Bar Admission Course?
Yes, students must have a commitment of articles before applying for registration to the Bar Admission
Course. The onus of obtaining an articling position rests entirely on the student. However, if you are not
able to find articles, contact us and we may be able to offer some assistance.

Structure and focus of instruction
Each session involves skills workshops organised by course leaders for each subject. You will learn the
basic skills of drafting, interviewing, negotiating, and advocacy. You will practise these skills by doing
various exercises such as drafting pleadings, wills and commercial documents, negotiating settlements
and examining witnesses.
Course materials are provided to students at the beginning of each block. Before each block, students
will be asked to read the practice materials for each practice area. These materials are available on the
Law Society’s website.
This year, please note the following dates:
DATE

SESSIONS / EXAM

June 27, 2017, Session in French
June 28, 2017, Session in English

Orientation to the Practice of Law

September 18 to September 29,
2017
Session in French
Block I
October 16 to October 27, 2017
Session in English

Civil Procedure, Negotiation, Family Law, Labour
and Employment

January 13, 2018

Bar Examination

Dates to be determined
Session in English
Dates to be determined
Session in French

Block II

Real Property, Wills and Estates, Corporate,
Commercial, Advocacy, Criminal Law
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How do I register?
Once you have secured articles, you may register either in the French or English course by completing
the “Application and Registration-Bar Admission Course Form”. The form is available on the Law
Society’s website and must be mailed to the attention of the Director of Admissions at the following
address:

Guylaine Godin
Director of Admissions
Law Society of New Brunswick
68 Avonlea Court
Fredericton, NB E3C 1N8
Phone: (506) 458-1453/ Fax: (506) 451-1421

What accommodation is available to a student with disabilities?
The Law Society is committed to ensuring that students with disabilities receive reasonable
accommodation to minimize the effect of the disability as much as possible during the course, while
maintaining the validity of the assessment procedures.
A student with a disability may apply in writing to the Director of Admissions for accommodation in any
part of the course, including the Bar examination. The “Bar Admission Course Accommodation
Application Form” is available on the Law Society website and should be submitted at least 3 months
before the start of the course session/Bar examination for which the Student-at-law is seeking
accommodation. (Please note that the current policy on accommodation is being revised and will be
updated in the near future.)
Please contact the Director of Admissions for additional details or if you have any concerns.

What are the attendance requirements?
Attendance at each session of the Bar Admission Course is mandatory. You are advised not to make any
plans that would interfere with your attendance at the course.
Students-at-law must be punctual, as attendance will be taken each day. The Bar Admission Course
Committee has established a policy permitting absences for reasons of illness and/or death of close
family members only. Remedial assignments will be assigned at the discretion of the Course Leader,
the Bar Admission Course Committee and the Director. Requests for permission to be absent for any
portion of a session must be forwarded to the Director of Admissions in writing in advance of the block.
You will not be given permission to attend work related matters nor to attend to personal obligations.
You are required to participate fully in all sessions and to complete all readings, exercises and
assignments. Involvement in other work, regardless of its nature, will not constitute an adequate reason
not to attend a session.

What are the requirements to successfully complete the course?
Assignments
Students-at-law are assessed on practical skills and on class participation throughout the Bar Admission
Course. You will be required to complete assignments which will be evaluated by your instructors. In
[15]
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order to successfully pass the course, you must complete all assignments and demonstrate that you
have obtained the desired competency on each assignment. A Student-at-law who has not yet
demonstrated the minimum level of competency on an assignment will be asked to do the assignment
until the required competency is demonstrated. There will be a Family Law assignment due several
weeks before Block I, and an assignment on Wills due several weeks before Block II.
Standings
For homework assigned during the Bar Admission Course or prior to the course, the two possible
standings are:
a) Competency Demonstrated - the Student-at-law has satisfied the Assessment Criteria for the
assigned homework;
b) Competency Not Yet Demonstrated – the Student-at-law has not yet demonstrated the
minimum acceptable level of competency on the assignment.
All assignments submitted late will automatically receive a standing of “competency not yet
demonstrated” and the Student-at-law will be required to complete a supplemental assignment.
Class participation
Your attendance in class will be assessed at the end of each block on performance and class
participation. This assessment will be completed by the course leader who has the option of passing or
failing a Student-at-law based on participation and effort in the class.
A Student-at-law who accumulates three (3) failures from three (3) different course leaders either on an
assignment or on class participation is deemed to have failed the entire Bar Admission Course.

Course fees
The current fee for the Bar Admission Course is $3,000.00 + HST, which includes the cost of all materials.
A Student-at-law who wishes to obtain a set of Bar Admission Course materials in the other language
may do so. The cost of a second set of materials is $250.00 + HST.
Payment for the Bar Admission Course can be made in two separate increments. The first half
($1,725.00) must be received before September 1st, and the second half ($1,725.00) must be received
before March 1st.

[16]
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3. Bar Examination
Introduction
The Bar Examination consists of two self-study open book exams; one on the Rules of Court of New
Brunswick and one on the Statutes of New Brunswick.
The Bar Examination will be held on January 13, 2018, and a re-write will take place in March/April 2018
if there are failures at the January exam. If there is a March/April sitting and there are still failures, a
third examination sitting may be held in the summer. Students who do not begin articles prior to
November 15 of the year may write the Bar Examination for the first time in March/April of the
following year (if there is a sitting) or in January of the next year. A Student-at-law who fails the Bar
Examination may write the exam again at the next scheduled sitting, but only a total of three attempts
are permitted.

What is the format of the Bar Examination?
Examination on the Rules of Court of New Brunswick: The Examination on the Rules of Court of New
Brunswick is based on the New Brunswick Rules of Court. This is a one-hour and forty-five minutes openbook exam consisting of 20 questions. The format is short answer questions. Each question is worth 5
marks.
Examination on the Statutes of New Brunswick: The Examination on the Statutes of New Brunswick is
based on a list of statutes set by the Examination Committee. Students have up to four-hours and thirty
minutes to complete this exam.
The Examination on Statutes has two parts:
Part A: students must answer 6 questions each of which is based on one of the six following
practice areas: Property Law, Business Law, Family Law, Wills and Estates Law, Civil Litigation
(Motor Vehicle/Insurance Law), Professional Conduct and Ethics. Each question is worth 10 marks.
Part B: students answer 10 of 15 questions in shorter-answer format. Each question is worth 4
marks. These questions may be taken from any of the statutes or regulations on the Statutes List
for the Bar Examination.

What mark is needed to pass the Bar Examination?
The passing mark for each of the two examinations is 70%.

How is the Bar Examination marked?
The members of the Examination Committee are tasked with marking the Bar Examinations. Once the
secretary of the Examining Committee receives the exams, they are distributed to one member of the
Examining Committee for marking. This provides consistency in grading the exam.
If an exam is attributed a failing grade in the first step, the whole exam is then sent to two other
members of the Examining Committee for marking. Each of these members is responsible to
independently grade the whole exam and the average of the marks attributed by these two examiners is
then used to determine if the student has passed. The mark which had been attributed in the first step
[17]
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of the process is not used in the second step. At this point, the result will be communicated to the
Student-at-law.

Can I appeal the mark on my examination?
If, after the examination has been marked for the second time, the Student-at-law does not receive a
passing grade, the Student-at-law may request a third marking.
Third markings must be requested in writing and addressed to the Director of Admissions within 10 days
from the date the Student-at-law is notified of the result. When a third marking is requested, the
Director of Admissions will send the exam to a fourth member of the Examining Committee who
independently grades the whole exam.
The average of the three last marks attributed in this process is then calculated and awarded to the
student. This is the Student-at-law’s final mark.

What happens if I have failed the Bar Examination?
The Law Society Act, 1996 and Rules permit two re-writes upon failure of the Bar Examination. The
second sitting of the Bar Examination will usually take place in March or April. A Student-at-law who
fails an exam can re-write it at the following sitting (up to a total maximum of three (3) attempts).

What if I have written both re-writes and failed?
A Student-at-law who has failed one or both parts of the Bar Examination (Rules and/or Statutes) and
has also failed both re-writes fails the Admission Program.
A Student-at-law who has failed the Admission Program may elect to complete the entire program a
second time. In such a case, the Student-at-law will:




attend the Orientation session;
complete a second full term of articles (48 weeks) with a qualified Principal; and
complete both blocks of the Bar Admission Course a second time.

However, a Student-at-law completing the Admission Program a second time will only have one more
chance to write the Bar Examination and must do so at the January sitting. If the Student-at-law fails the
exam a fourth time, the Student-at-law will not be able to be admitted to the Bar.

Do I have to pay to write the Bar Examination?
Students-at-law who are enrolled in the Bar Admission Course are not required to pay a fee to write the
Bar Examination for the first time. However, there is a fee for re-writes. The current fee is $345.00
($300.00 + HST) for the first re-write and $690.00 ($600.00 + HST) for the second re-write. These fees
must be paid prior to re-writing the exam.

When are the examinations written?
The Bar Examination will be held in January 15, 2018 (specific date to be determined) in Fredericton,
and if there are failures at that sitting, the re-write will be held in March/April. Please contact our office
for further details.
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What may I bring to the exam?
You may bring one copy of the following documents:





the listed Statutes and the listed Regulations;
the Rules of Court of New Brunswick and the Forms;
the Law Society Act, 1996 and all Rules made pursuant to the Act; and
the Law Society of New Brunswick Professional Code of Conduct.

These documents will not be provided for you. You may bring your laptop but must have downloaded
them onto your laptop beforehand. You will not be permitted to access WIFI connection, any other
internet connection or any network during the Bar Examination.
Personal notes are permitted during the Examination, but keep in mind that if you bring too much
material to the exam, it could have a detrimental effect on your time management. You may not bring
to the exam copies of old exam questions and/or answers in any format.
Any special request to bring anything other than what is permitted here must be made in writing to the
Director of Admissions at least 10 days before the date of the Bar Examination.

[19]

LAW SOCIETY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

ADMISSION PROGRAM GUIDE

STATUTES AND RULES ON BAR EXAMINATION OF LAW SOCIETY OF NEW BRUNSWICK
2011, c. 103
2011, c. 112
2014, c. 100
A-12
A-14
2011, c. 115
B-9.1
2011, c. 123
2011, c. 125
C-5.2
C-6
C-6.1

Age of Majority Act
Aquaculture Act
Arbitration Act
Arrest and Examinations Act
Assessment Act
Assignments and Preferences Act
Business Corporations Act
Canadian Judgments Act
Class Proceedings Act
Clean Air Act
Clean Environment Act
Clean Water Act

L-8.5
2012, c. 107
M-6
M-9
M-17
M-22
2011, c. 197
O-0.2
O-1.5
O-5
P-4
P-5

2011, c. 127
C-12
C-13
C-18.1
2011, c. 131
C-24
C-28.3
C-33
2014, c. 105
C-38.1
2011, c. 139

Commissioners for Taking Affidavits Act
Community Planning Act
Companies Act
Consumer Product Warranty and Liability Act
Contributory Negligence Act
Corporations Act
Cost of Credit Disclosure Act
Creditors Relief Act
Crown Construction Contracts Act
Crown Lands and Forests Act
Defamation Act

P-7.1
P-17.1
P-18
P-19
P-22.1
2012, c. 111
P-25
P-26.5

D-9
2011, c. 143
E-7.2
E-11
E-13

Devolution of Estates Act
Easements Act
Employment Standards Act
Evidence Act
Executors and Trustees Act

2014, c.127
2011, c. 218
R-10.2
R-10.22
R-10.6

E-14
F-2.2

2016, c.110
S-2

2012, c. 104
2011, c. 162
G-2
2011, c. 167
H-1.01
2011, c. 171
I-4
I-8
I-12
2016, c.102
I-13
J-2
L-1

Expropriation Act
Family Services Act and Regulation 98-27 Child
Support Guidelines adoption of Federal
Guidelines
Fatal Accidents Act
Foreign Judgments Act
Garnishee Act
Guardianship of Children Act
Harmonized Sales Tax Act
Human Rights Act
Industrial Relations Act
Infirm Persons Act
Insurance Act and Regulations
Interjurisdictional Support Orders Act
Interpretation Act
Judicature Act
Landlord and Tenant Act

L-1.1
2011, c. 184
2014, c.117

Land Titles Act and Regulations
Law Reform Act
Liens on Goods and Chattels Act

R-2
R-2.1
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S-5.5
2012, c. 15
S-15.5
2011, c. 227
2012, c. 116
2011, c. 231
2012, c. 117
2016, c. 102
2011, c. 233
W-9
W-12.5
W-13
W-14

Limitation of Actions Act
Marital Property Act
Mechanics’ Lien Act
Memorials and Executions Act
Motor Vehicle Act
Municipalities Act
Notaries Public Act
Occupational Health and Safety Act
Off-Road Vehicle Act
Ombudsman Act
Partnership Act
Partnerships and Business Names
Registration Act
Personal Property Security Act
Probate Court Act and Regulations
Proceedings Against the Crown Act
Property Act
Provincial Offences Procedure Act
Provision for Dependants Act
Public Service Labour Relations Act
Public Trustee Act
Real Property Tax Act
Real Property Transfer Tax Act and
Regulations
Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments Act
Regulations Act
Residential Tenancies Act
Revenue Administration Act
Right to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act
Sale of Goods Act
Sale of Lands Publication Act

Securities Act
Small Claims Act and Regulations
Support Enforcement Act
Survival of Actions Act
Survivorship Act
Tortfeasors Act
Trespass Act
Trustees Act
Unconscionable Transactions Relief Act
Wills Act
Woods Workers’ Lien Act
Workers’ Compensation Act
Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation
Commission and worker’s compensation
Appeals Tribunal Act
Law Society Act, 1996 and ALL Rules
Law Society of New Brunswick: Code of Professional
Conduct
Rules of Court of New Brunswick and Forms
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Admission to the Law Society
How do I qualify for Admission as a barrister and solicitor?
To qualify to apply for admission as a barrister and solicitor of the Courts of New Brunswick, you must
successfully complete:


a term of at least forty-eight (48) weeks of articles;



the Bar Admission Course;



the Bar Examination;



any other requirements imposed on you by the Admissions Committee.

How do I apply?
Near the end of the articling term, you will receive a letter from the Law Society that will include
information about the membership options and the fees. You will also be reminded that in order to
apply for admission to the Law Society, you must complete and file the originals of the required forms.
These forms include a Certification of Completion of Education Plan and Articling Agreement (Form 6),
Confidential Articles Evaluations (Form 7) for students-at-law and (Form 8) for Principals, and the
Application of a Student-at-Law for Admission as a Barrister and Solicitor (Form 10).
When you have completed all of the requirements for admission, complete each of these forms and
send them to the Law Society with the appropriate fees. In New Brunswick, you must take the Barristers
and Solicitors’ oath before you can practice law. New lawyers must be presented at the Court of Appeal
during an admission ceremony.
The Admission Ceremony will take place in June 2018 (exact date to be determined). The Admission
Banquet will be held the evening before the Ceremony.
If you have not completed the term of articles by June, contact the Director of Admissions to make other
arrangements for admission to the Bar.

Professional liability insurance
On the day of your admission, you will be required to obtain professional liability insurance if you intend
to practice law. Everyone must obtain the minimum insurance coverage necessary from the New
Brunswick Professional Liability Reserve. Coverage is mandatory unless your application for exemption
therefrom is accepted. If you are to be exempted, you must complete and submit an exemption form
(Form 25). The forms are available on the Law Society website. Contact the Admissions Department for
further information.
The information in this guide is based on the Law Society Act, 1996, on the General Rules under the
Law Society Act, 1996 and on the policies and procedures of the Bar Admission Course Committee, the
Articling Committee, and the Examining Committee.
You must comply with the rules and policies in effect at the time of your application to the Law
Society’s Admission Program as well as with any changes that may occur while you are enrolled in the
program. If you have any questions about the program, contact the Admissions Department.
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Law Society of New Brunswick Libraries
During your articling you will undoubtedly be involved in legal research and will require the services and
collections provided by the Law Society of New Brunswick Libraries.
The New Brunswick Law Foundation and the Law Society of New Brunswick fund a system of nine (9) law
libraries throughout the province. All libraries have computer workstations, which allow users to access,
at no additional charge, two (2) commercial and other selected research databases.
The Provincial Library in Fredericton, having the largest and most comprehensive print collection, acts as
a resource and administrative center for the system. Saint John and Moncton have somewhat smaller
collections, while the six (6) remaining libraries have basic research materials in Canadian law.
The overall responsibility for the operation of the system lies with the Provincial Libraries Committee, a
committee of the Council of the Law Society.

ACCESS THE LIBRARY ONLINE
http://www.nblawlib-bib.ca/en/default.aspx

Libraries where print and computer access are available
Fredericton
Bathurst
Miramichi

Moncton
Campbellton
St. Stephen

Saint John
Edmundston
Woodstock

Telephone:
Email:

506-453-2500
1-888-364-6211
lawlibry@nbnet.nb.ca

Moncton
Jacqueline Cormier

Telephone:
Email:

506-389-1649
mala@nbnet.nb.ca

Saint John
Marilyn Brown

Telephone:
Email:

506-658-2542
sjlaw@nbnet.nb.ca

Contact information
Fredericton
Tanya Davis

For all service needs, over and above those available in your local library, please contact the Provincial
Library in Fredericton. All service charges are used for library purposes.
Law School Libraries
The Law School libraries provide excellent service to members of the Bar, but their first priority must be
to faculty and students.
You should, therefore, always begin your research at your local library or at the Provincial Library. If
none of the Law Society libraries can help you, your request will be directed to the Law School libraries.
In this way, unnecessary duplication of service will be avoided.
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